
Dear New Bee, 
 

We are so glad you found New Bee Homeschooler.  
 
New Bee Homeschooler was formed by two homeschooling moms who have over 20 
years combined experience between them. Each mom has a soft place in her heart for 
New Bees since we did not have support as a new educator when we started 
homeschooling.  
 
So our product is a work of our heart. 
 
Like you, we are moms with a limited amount of time to find out all the “ins” and “outs” 
of homeschooling we can. 
 
We hope by creating New Bee Homeschooler, we can fast-forward you down the 
homeschooling road with five or more years worth of experience. But more than that, 
hopefully you can avoid some of the pitfalls we encountered.  
 
It is our desire that your first year of homeschooling be a memorable one for the right 
reason. 
 
Each outline is prepared in such a manner so that you have more than enough space to 
jot down your hand written notes in between lines. While the workshop is being 
conducted, please bear with Tina as her outlines are twice as big as yours. Her outlines 
contain our words of wisdom as well as contain reflections of her own individual 
experience that she feels committed to share. So we don’t want you to miss those 
added tidbits. 
 
Too, in our many years of working with New Bees, we know you have concerns now; 
probably the biggest one is curriculum. But we want to assure you that homeschooling 
is so much more than choosing curriculum. The workshop topics are arranged in such 
an order as we feel you will encounter them in your new journey. 
 
At the end of the program we will have done our jobs well if we have directed you so 
that you can find the answers you need. 
 
Enjoy the journey. Jot down notes, take pictures and breathe! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Tina Robertson  
Kelley Williams 
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 Who's who and what's what in the Homeschooling World 
 
Homeschool abbreviations and terms run off the tongue of seasoned veterans as easily 
as they are typed. Though not complete by any means because some terms come and 
go and others are timeless, this list of terms and abbreviations will give you a place to 
start your journey. 
 
 

Beginners Homeschool Glossary 
 

-B- 
 
BOXED CURRICULUM 
A curriculum provider who provides all subjects laid out in step by step order usually 
accompanied by a scripted teacher's manual. Teacher's manual, a student book and a 
work text are normally included. Tests and sometimes grading services are offered. 
Some providers, like Calvert sends all supplies, crayons and paper too. It may arrive in 
an actual box or not. 
 
BURNOUT 
All homeschoolers experience burn out in their journey somewhere. The causes of 
burnout are some of the combinations of these things; too much structure, not enough 
structure, curriculum that is not a fit, hectic schedule, pressure from naysayers, doing 
too many activities outside the home, a child that hits a learning plateau and 
homeschooling guilt. It is homeschool exhaustion. 
 

-C- 
 
CHARLOTTE MASON/CHARLOTTE MASON APPROACH 
An 18th century British educator and a popular method of education that a lot of 
homeschoolers follow. She believed that education is "an atmosphere, a discipline, and 
a life." Some of her methods include narration, use of living books, short lessons and 
nature studies. 
 
CHARTER SCHOOLS 
Public schools that offer home study programs. They call their students homeschoolers 
but it is public school at home. From their website: Charter schools are publicly funded, 
independently operated schools that are allowed to operate with more autonomy than 
traditional public schools in exchange for increased accountability. 
http://www.charterschoolcenter.org/     
Though they may tout free curriculum and flexibility, you are giving up your right to 
teach in the way you want to because your children are considered their students. Some 
charter schools have more flexibility than others. 
 
CLASSICAL EDUCATION 
This approach focuses on the three stages of the mind; grammar, logic and rhetoric. 
Emphasis is on getting back to the classical roots of the ancients. It is language focused 
and centered on history.                                                                                                                   
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CONSUMABLE 
A type of book or resource that is used by one child like a workbook and cannot be 
used for a second child or another year. 
 
COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 
States define what age a child is required to attend school.  
 
CO-OP (COOPERATIVE) 
Though not many homeschoolers use the term cooperative, that is just what a co-op 
does. Parents cooperate together to present a certain topic to a group of children. There 
are no uniformed set of rules or guidelines for co-ops. They vary from city to city, state 
to state and in some areas are non-existent. Co-ops can be on any academic topic or fill 
the need for socialization. They can operate like a strict private school and study the 
language of Latin or be more informal and focus on hands on crafts and fun. They can 
be boring and make you stressed your first year or be a valuable gem and add 
enrichment to your journey. The success or failure of the group is usually because of the 
support group leaders or founders. Because normally a facility is needed to meet at, 
they can cost money. In addition, some co-ops require parents to contribute by being in 
attendance. Others may not charge a fee but you provide some other service as a trade 
off. The group's guidelines are all established by the leaders. In some co-ops, the group 
leaders are not paid. Others charge a fee if they have a specialty service they are 
providing to the homeschool world like SAT preparation, tutoring or teaching a foreign 
language. Our mantra: Ask detailed questions; be fully aware of the schedule, costs and 
what is expected.  
 
COPYWORK 
Copywork is a process used by a lot of homeschoolers to teach beginning penmanship 
to a child. By showing the child beautiful poetry, scriptures and work from great authors, 
the child copies it. He can see a visual picture of punctuation, grammar and spelling and 
starts learning how to put sentences together. 
 
CURRICULUM 
This includes books, workbooks, DVDS, CDS, a set of subjects, life’s experiences AND 
parental influences, social situations, hands on experiments, games, lessons learned 
from everyday contact or modeled by peers, family or other adults. 
 

-D- 
 
DESCHOOL/DECOMPRESS/DETOX 
Used interchangeably in the homeschool world meaning to step back from the 
traditional way of public school and be opened to learning a new way of instructing 
children. It can also mean a certain break or period of time that is needed to be 
refreshed after withdrawing a child from public school. Instead of feeling like August is 
here and we have to make all curriculum choices now, we take time to withdraw from 
the way we think things need to go. For some homeschoolers who have had an 
especially hard year, it may simply mean stopping our homeschool for a week or two or 
longer to catch up with life.  
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DR. RUTH BEECHICK 
Dr. Ruth Beechick is a former teacher, professor, and curriculum developer. A respected 
pioneer in the homeschooling world and now retired. She writes for homeschoolers 
whom she sees as the greatest hope for the future of our society. There are too many 
excellent books and curriculum to list here. You will want to add most of her books to 
your homeschool library. 
 

-E- 
 
ECLECTIC 
Because they are so many approaches available to teach our children, we may find that 
we like one or two elements of the Charlotte Mason approach and one element from a 
different approach. We combine them and add in some things of our own and we are 
eclectic homeschoolers.  
 
EDUCATOR’S DISCOUNTS 
Yes, you are an educator. You can even make your own ID for free and most places 
accept that or issue you one. The simple fact they see you with your children during the 
day is one tell tale sign. Most places of business are use to homeschoolers and readily 
give you a discount. However, not all places honor educator’s discounts. A growing list 
of places that honors educator’s discounts are Barnes & Noble, Half Price, JoAnn Fabric 
& Craft, and Books A Million. Take advantage of Office Max Educator Perks and Office 
Depot’s Star Teacher program. Be sure to ask anywhere you go to buy supplies if they 
use an educator discount. 
 

-H- 
 
HOMESCHOOL CONVENTION 
Because homeschool stores are not at every corner or even in the city you may live in, 
homeschool conventions are always an exciting time of the year. Annual events usually 
hosted in larger cities. *** 
 
HOMESCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP (a very generic term that can mean a lot of things) 

Some states are very organized and have a state group that is organized and looks out 
for homeschooler's rights and may even host homeschool conventions. Some groups 
charge dues in order to perform certain tasks for its members 
 

A regional group may be a smaller group in a state but may be large enough to 
host homeschool conventions and like a large state group may inform you of 
local homeschooling happenings. 

 
Local groups are the majority and may host field trips, co-ops and connect you 
with other homeschoolers in your area. Most homeschoolers connect online 
through either a forum or online groups using yahoo groups. Like co-ops, these 
groups can be unique and very active to quiet and non-active. 

 
It is important to note that Group Leaders do NOT get paid. They are all 
volunteers. Keep that in mind when you attend functions and do not make it hard 
on the leaders who have stepped up to plan field trips and help you connect to 
find new friends by taking their time when they should be homeschooling their 
children. Most of them are very self-sacrificing in what they do and want to 
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support you. Also, there is no limit on the number of homeschool support groups 
you may want to join but choose selectively as you will not be able to do all that 
is offered by every group. 

 
HSLDA 
Homeschool Legal Defense Association. The Home School Legal Defense Association "is 
a nonprofit advocacy organization established to defend and advance the constitutional 
right of parents to direct the education of their children and to protect family 
freedoms." 
 

-I- 
 
INCLUSIVE 
Some support groups or field trip groups prefer Christian members only and ask you to 
sign their statement of faith. Some Christian groups are concerned about the influence 
of peers on their children and want only other Christians who will sign their statement 
of faith in their group. Other groups claim to be inclusive meaning all faiths and secular 
homeschoolers are welcomed in their support group or field trip group. Inclusive 
groups are mixed and welcome both Christian and secular homeschoolers. They sign no 
statement of faith. Each group is respected. There is no rule stating how many groups 
you have to join or not join. 
 

-J- 
 
JOHN HOLT 
One name written large in the history of homeschooling is that of author, relentless 
education reformer, and respected social critic, John Caldwell Holt. Certainly, a pioneer 
in the homeschooling world, he is the author of Growing Without Schooling started in 
1977. It is no longer in print, but several of his articles can be found online and are 
worth poring over for encouragement. 
 

-L- 
 
LAPBOOKING AND NOTEBOOKING 
Lapbooking and notebooking are very popular among a lot of homeschoolers. 
Lapbooking is where the child makes minibooks on a topic and glues them in a file 
folder. Think back to the school days when you used a tri-fold poster board to explain a 
science project and displayed it visually. Lapbooking uses a legal or letter size folder 
instead of a tri-fold poster board. The minibooks can be black and white or full of color 
along with pictures, drawings and mini reports. They can be crafty or not. They make 
wonderful visual aids. Notebooking uses letter size paper and binders. MInibooks can be 
glued on the paper or the notebooking page can be created by the student with visuals, 
charts and maps. It too can be done on any subject. The basic concept of these two 
teaching aids is to take boring worksheets out of the equation and to have a tool to 
study over and over again that contains the student's hard work. Homeschoolers may 
mix and match these two teaching aids. You do not have to lapbook or do notebooking 
pages to homeschool, but you certainly should try one or two. 
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-M- 
 
MARY PRIDE 
Because there were not many books in the 80’s on homeschooling, Mary Pride’s work is 
considered pioneering. She is also considered a curriculum guru in the homeschooling 
world. Founder of Practical Homeschooling magazine, her books are still considered 
some of the very most informative. In addition to a long list of books she wrote on 
homeschooling, we have to mention she did all this with nine children. 
 

-P- 
 
PORTFOLIO 
A term used to store and keep work done by your child. Some states require that they 
view your portfolio each year. A portfolio can contain reading logs, attendance records, 
book reports, pictures of dioramas or crafts, achievement awards, field trip logs and 
samples of the child's work each year. Even if you live in a state that does not require 
you to keep one, you will want to think about keeping some of these things each year. 
 

-R- 
 
RAYMOND MOORE 
Often referred to as the “Grandfather of Homeschooling”, he authored Better Late than 
Early. The Moore formula of homeschooling can be summed up as follows; high success 
comes when you pay attention to the individual needs of the student, follow their 
interest and allow them to mature at their own rate. 

-S- 
 

S-WORD 

S- word means socialization. The idea by uninformed critics of homeschooling that the 

homeschool world lacks for socialization opportunities. Quite the contrary, the 

homeschooling world is just waiting to be tapped into by our children. 

 

SECULAR 

Term used to describe groups or persons who do not homeschool for religious reasons. 

-U- 
 

UMBRELLA SCHOOLS 

Normally a private school that is set up to allow parents to homeschool their children in 

a state in a legal way. It usually gives out grades, certificates of completions and 

maintains records. They normally provide transcripts and curriculum and offer some 

type of teacher service. 
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UNSCHOOLING APPROACH 

This term does not mean no schooling as some homeschoolers may think. It is another 

educational approach in the homeschooling world where learning is "child led" instead 

of using traditional curriculum. For some, it may just mean a more relaxed way of 

learning. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lingo used on Forums and Online Groups/Curriculum Lingo 
 

Forum Lingo 
 

Using ALL CAPS on any online group is the equivalent of SHOUTING at somebody not to 
mention it’s hard on the eyes to read. Most homeschoolers take this to mean you are upset 
about something. They are a mixture of seasoned veterans and new bees alike, so some 
understanding of their conversation will make the transition easier to the homeschool world of 
online groups. 

 
BTW -by the way 
ROFL- rolling on the floor laughing 
KWIM - know what I mean? 
LOL - laughing out loud 
TTYL - talk to you later 
YO -year old (Example: 7yodd = 7 year old dear daughter) 
TIA -thanks in advance 
HTH - hope that helps 
DS - dear son 
DH - dear husband! 
MIL, FIL, SIL, DIL - mother, father, son or daughter in law. 
FAQ - frequently asked questions 
PS-public school 
HSLDA-Homeschool Legal Defense Association 
HS – homeschool or can mean High School 
Hsing-homeschooling 
LD - learning disability 
SAHM - stay at home mom or SAHD - stay at home dad 
MHO -my humble opinion 
IMHO - in my humble opinion 
TG - teacher's guide 
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Curriculum Lingo 
 

This is not a complete list of homeschool curriculum, but is a list of how some homeschool 
curriculum is abbreviated online. You do not need to memorize this list, we have placed it here 
as a reference tool to help familiarize you these abbreviations that you will see often in 
homeschool discussion groups and in homeschool email.  

 
AAR - All About Reading 
AAS - All About Spelling 
AIG - Answers in Genesis 
AO - Ambleside Online 
AO-Alpha Omega  
BJU -Bob Jones 
BF - Beautiful Feet 
BFIAR - Before Five in a Row 
CGC - Considering God's Creation 
CHOW - Child's History of the World 
CLE - Christian Light Education 
CBD-Christian Book Distributors 
CTC - Cantoring the Country 
ETC - Explode the Code 
FIAR-Five in a Row 
FS - For Sale 
GTG - Galloping the Globe 
HOAC - Hands of A Child 
ILL - Intermediate Language Lessons 
LLATL -Learning Language Arts through Literature  
MFW - My Father's World 
MOH- Mystery of History 
MUS - Math U See 
OPGTR - Ordinary Parent's Guide to Teaching Reading 
PLL - Primary Language Lesson 
PP - Progeny Press 
RS - Right Start Math 
RS - Rod and Staff 
RS4K - Real Science 4 Kids 
SG - Shurley Grammar or Simply Grammar 
SOTW-Story of the World 
SOC - Streams of Civilization 
SP - Spelling Power 
SSRW - Sing, Spell, Read and Write 
TLP - Total Language Plus 
TOG - Tapestry of Grace 
TT - Teaching Textbooks 
VP - Veritas Press 
VT - Video Text 
WP - Winter Promise 
CLP-Christian Liberty Press 
WTB - Want to Buy  
WTM – The Well-Trained Mind 
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I. What Homeschooling is NOT? 

 

 

 

 A. school at home 

 

 

 

      B. dumbed down academics - want proof? visit www.nheri.org 

 

 

 

      C. standardized testing 

 

 

 

      D. one “right” way 

 

 

 

      E. magic pill or cure-all 

 

 

 

 

            1. have realistic expectations 

 

 

 

                a. what is realistic? 

 

 focus only on child’s one or two weak subjects for the year 

 read all we can on homeschooling 

 get our extended family and husband to see homeschooling 

as a full time job 

                  

 

 

   b. what is unrealistic? 

 

 two hours for a 4 year old – too MUCH 

 two hours for a 16 year old – too LITTLE 
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            2.  we can’t “right” all the wrongs of public school in one year 

 

 

 

                 a. takes a few years 

 

 

 

    b. don’t use the public school’s standard to measure your 

           success 

 

 

 

      F. social misfits 

 

 

 

            1. opportunities for socialization with other homeschoolers 

 

 co-ops 

 field trips 

 park days 

 music 

 art 

 4-H 

 spelling bees 

 geography bees 

 basketball 

 football 

 science fair 

 competitions 

 

 

 

  2. opportunities for socialization with family 

 community volunteer programs 

 church participation 

 youth groups 

 choir 

 extended vacations 

 family field trips 
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II. What IS Homeschooling? 

 

 

 

 A. sharing learning by sharing life together 

 

 

 

 B. lifestyle 

 

 

 

 C. FREEDOM to think, feel and control our time 

 

 

 

  1. hard to appreciate this gift at first 

 

 

 

  2. produces confident, self-reliant children and young adults 

 

 

 

 

 D. switching from public school driven schedule to family centered lifestyle 

 

 

 

  1. not curriculum driven 

 

 

 

  2. it is goal oriented driven 

 

 

 

 E. journey 

 

 

 

  1. what is a marathon? – runners are paced for long distances 
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  2. what is a sprint? – full-speed run over a short distance 

 

 

 

 F. most important aspect of our journey has nothing to do with academics 

 

 

 

  1. ‘reading, ’riting, ’rithmetic AND RELATIONSHIP 

 

 

 

  2. passing our faith and values on to our children - Deuteronomy 6:6-8 

 

 

 

 G. which definition of education will you adopt? 

 

 

  1. filling out worksheets, passing tests, doing book reports OR 

 

 

  2. In 1828 Noah Webster, the original American dictionary writer 

      said: 

 

  “It is the bringing up, as of a child; instruction; formation of 

  manners. Education comprehends all that series of instruction 

  and discipline which is intended to enlighten the understanding, 

  correct the temper, and form the manners and habits of youth 

  and fit them for usefulness in their future station. To give 

  children a good education in manners, arts and science is 

  important. To give them a religious education is indispensable and 

  an immense responsibility rests on parents and guardians who neglect 

  these duties.” 

 

 

 

III. Is It Legal? 

 

Please go to HSLDA.org to learn about homeschool laws in your state. 
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 A. legal in all 50 states 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  1. for many states homeschool freedom may mean 

 

 no record keeping 

 no testing 

 don’t have to start in August and end in May - you determine 

school year beginning and ending date 

 no approval of your curriculum 

 no set amount of days to school 

 no set hours 

 

 

 

  2. parents may be entitled to make some of these decisions 

 

 determine grade level of child 

 issue high school credits, prepare high school transcript or not 

 prepare high school diploma or not 

 pick and choose curriculum 

 determine number of days to school and hours suitable for THEIR 

family 

 choose the educational style that suits their family’s needs 

 to hire a tutor for upper grade teaching or not 

  

Write your state homeschool laws here: 
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 B. there are support groups in each state 

 

 

 

IV. Tools for the Journey 

 

 

 

 A. blessed are the flexible 

 

 

 

 B. avoid burnout 

 

 

 

 

  1. causes 

 

 over scheduling  

 no time to rest 

 no support system 

 under scheduling 

 too much relaxed time 

 no clear cut plan 

 comparing ourselves to others 

 comparing our children to others 

 comparing our husband to others 

 joining lots of support groups for our children 

 scheduling too many outside activities 

 illnesses 

 loss of job 

 new baby 

 moving 

 

 

 

  2.  coping tips 

 

 relax 

 rough times are temporary at most 

 lower your expectations during the stressful time 

 get dad involved 
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 just say “No” to outside activities or people robbing you of energy 

 schedule “me” time 

 realize the full time job of homeschooling takes adjustment in the 

first year 

 become involved with homeschool community and gain 

homeschool friends  

 schedule time with spouse – NO children 

 don’t lose sight of the “big picture” 

 strengthen your spiritual resolve 

 

 

 

 C. “child-cleaned” house 

 

 

 

  1. builds character 

 

 

 

  2. value is on family giving 

 

 

 

  3. you get a clean house 

 

 

 

 D. where to find support 

 

 

 

  1. types of groups 

 

 

 

   a. New Bee Homeschooler Program 

 

 

 

   b. local groups in your community 
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   c. online discussion or forum groups (yahoo groups, google  

                                    groups, look for homeschool only forum groups on homeschool  

                                    and family oriented websites) 

 

 

 

   d. homeschooler hangouts (library, parks and 

       bookstores) 

 

 

 

  2. homeschool conventions or bookfairs  

 

 annually held in various physical locations 

 normally held in summer with workshops provided by vendors, 

experts in a particular field and other homeschooling moms and 

dads 

 plan to attend – without children if they are younger 

 plan to attend – with older children so they can peruse curriculum 

and participate in activities 

 some conventions are online only 

 

 

 

  3.  homeschool journals/magazines/catalogs 

 

 

 

   a. by subscription or printed free 

 

 The Old Schoolhouse 

 Rainbow Resource (biggest curriculum catalog ever) 

 Homeschooling Today 

 The Teaching Home 

 Practical Homeschooling 

 

 

   b. online, some free, others not 

 

 Eclectic Homeschool Online 

 Everything Homeschool 

 The Heart of the Matter 

 Home School Digest (subscription and online) 
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  4. share concerns with your spouse and seek support from extended  

               family members who support your homeschool decision 

 

 

 

 

 E. who is the boss? 

 

 

 

 F. get control of time wasters 

 

 

 

  1. tv 

 

 

 

  2. telephone 

 

 

 

  3. computer 

 

 

 

 G. set goals 

 

 

 

  1. short term 

 

 

 

  2. long term 
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Post-workshop questions.  

⃞ What are you most afraid of? What help do you need to feel more confident? 

 
 
 
 
 

⃞ What is your view of education? 

 
 
 
 
 

⃞ Did you write or post your goals somewhere? Can you name short term and long term goals? 

 
 
 
 
 

⃞ Do you understand the need to track your schedule for the next workshop?  

 

 

 

 

 

Next workshop topic: Sidetracked Home Educators 

Do your shoulders tighten up when the very mention of the subject organization comes 

up? Are you looking for some real practical tips for persons who live in the real world?  

Our next workshop will share with you how being organized is a blessing and really 

needed in our homeschool journey. 
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      Tracking My Week—Homework for Workshop #2 
Extra copies can be printed at: www.newbeehomeschooler.com 
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Resource List 

 
 

Homeschooling 101: The Essential Handbook - Mark and Christine Field 
 
Mary Pride’s Complete Guide to Getting Started in Homeschooling 
 
The Well-Adjusted Child: The Social Benefits of Homeschooling - Rachel Gathercole 
 
Things We Wish We’d Known - Bill and Diana Waring 
 
Home Schooling – The Right Choice - Christopher Klicka 
 
The Successful Homeschool Family Handbook - Raymond S. Moore, Dorothy N. Moore 
 
Have Fun. Learn Stuff. Grow: Homeschooling and the Curriculum of Love - David H. 
Albert 
 
Homeschooling: Take a Deep Breath - You Can Do This! -  Terrie Lynn Bittner 
 
You've Decided to Homeschool: Now What? -  Marsha Hubler 
 
Homeschooling Step-By-Step – Laura Maery Gold & Joan M. Zielinski 
 
Easy Homeschooling Techniques – The Real How to Guide – Lorraine Curry 
 
Teach Your Own – The John Holt Book of Home-Schooling – John Holt & Patrick 
Farenga 
 
For the Children's Sake: Foundations of Education for Home and School - Susan 
Schaeffer Macaulay 
 
Educating the Wholehearted Child - Clay and Sally Clarkson 
 
The Homeschooling Option: How to Decide When It's Right for Your Family - Lisa Rivero 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


